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from their pens in the State archives, in public cabinets, and 
in church registers, have passed under our eyes ; and if they 
have one striking characteristic common to them all, it con- 
sists in this, — that they are perfectly free from cant. Con- 
sidering how much these men endured for their religion, that 
religion was to them their only bond of union, and that its 
services and interests were their all-absorbing concerns, we 
stand amazed at the entire freedom of their records from all 
obtrusive and offensive suggestions of their piety. Let their 
memorials be contrasted with certain newspapers, missionary 
reports, and statements of philanthropic operations and 
benevolent gifts of the present time, and we will leave all 
candid persons to judge whether there was more of cant in 
the piety, self-devotion, and trials of our fathers, than there is 
in the sentimental and coxcomb-like pretensions of boasted 
good deeds in this age of rioting plenty. There is undoubt- 
edly such a thing as cant, but it is a self-detecting, self- 
exposing folly. It does not show itself in the records of the 
Puritans, — we do not believe that it constituted their piety. 
We close with a renewed expression of our obligations to 
Mr. Young for all his labors in deciphering, collating, and 
illustrating the Chronicles of the Pilgrim Fathers. They 
had a full reward in their own day, because it was a reward 
of the kind which they desired, and with which they were 
satisfied. We love to pay them the only tribute in our 
power, — that of renewed epitaphs. 



Art. X.— CRITICAL NOTICES. 

1. — Arithmetic, in two Parts : Part I. Advanced Lessons in 
Mental Arithmetic ; Part II. Rules and Examples for 
Practice in Written Arithmetic. By Feedekick A. 
Adams, Principal of Dummer Academy. Lowell : Daniel 
Bixby. 1846. 12mo. pp. 212. 

To the late Warren Colburn belongs the high credit of first 
introducing into our schools, through his admirable First Lessons, 
the regular study of mental arithmetic. Of this excellent little 
manual, the author of the book before us justly observes, that so 
completely has it performed the work within its prescribed 
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sphere, that there is little reason to desire or to expect that it will 
ever be superseded. Mr. Colburn published also a Sequel to 
Mental Arithmetic, in which the principles and rules of written 
arithmetic were deduced from the solution and analysis of ques- 
tions according to the method adopted in the former treatise. 
This Sequel was very well executed as far as it went ; but it was 
not full enough for all the wants of the higher classes in our 
schools. . It omitted proportion and progression, the " Rule of 
Three," and the doctrine of powers and roots. Mr. Adams has 
undertaken to supply these deficiencies, following mainly in the 
track of Mr. Colburn, but appearing fully competent also to mark 
out a path for himself. By this enlargement of plan, he has 
brought many useful problems in mensuration and mechanics 
within the scope of his work, and has extended the analysis and 
induction over much new ground, though many of the new prob- 
lems are still left to be performed by arbitrary rules. 

The first part of Mr. Adams's book consists of exercises in 
mental arithmetic, arranged under the different arithmetical rules. 
Where the principles have not been taught in the First Lessons, 
tbey are here carefully deduced from an analysis of a number 
of simple questions, following which are numerous and well 
selected examples. These examples pass gradually from simple 
to more complicated questions, so as to give the pupil a thorough 
training. In the second part, the different processes are arranged 
in the same order as before ; and when the operations are compli- 
cated, distinct rules are given, illustrated by examples for practice 
containing larger numbers than were suitable for the exclusively 
mental Operation. When the operations are simple, and suffi- 
ciently explained in the analysis and induction contained in the 
first part, a reference is merely made to that part, and the exam- 
ples for practice follow, without any enunciation of a rule. 

The author's reasoning and explanations are very clear, sim- 
ple, and concise, his disposition of the different parts judicious, 
and his selection of examples well suited to exercise the mind of 
the pupil. As a whole, we prefer this work to any arithmetic we 
have seen in use. Still, there are a few things in it that we think 
susceptible of improvement. Among these are the modes of 
proving the sums in addition and multiplication. In the former 
case, we prefer the method of Lacroix to that adopted by our 
author ; and in the latter, Mr. Adams's mode, strictly speaking, is 
no proof at all. The methods of multiplying and dividing by 
the factors of a number are nowhere taught in this work, though 
they are often found extremely convenient. The rule for re- 
ducing any number of pence and farthings to the decimal of a 
pound " by inspection," as it is usually called, is also omitted ; 
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and the rule for expressing shillings as decimals is not explained 
so clearly as it might be. 

Some other particulars might be pointed out, in which a slight 
alteration for the better might probably be effected. But, speak- 
ing generally, the deficiencies are neither numerous nor impor- 
tant; and we should not allude to them at all, except with a view 
to stimulate Mr. Adams to make his work still more full, and 
more deserving of the patronage which it merits, and will un- 
doubtedly receive. 



2. — Sermons. By George W. Bethune, Minister of the 
Third Reformed Dutch Church. Philadelphia : Mentz & 
Rovoudt. 1846. 8vo. pp. 301. 

The author of these sermons deserves well of our literary com- 
munity. A clergyman of sincere and ardent piety, and zealously 
devoted to the pastoral charge of a large congregation in Phila- 
delphia, he yet finds time for the assiduous cultivation of good 
literature, and in that capacity appears frequently, and always 
honorably, before the public. His occasional verses are very 
pleasing, from their religious feeling and purity and elevation of 
sentiment, as well as for their expression of warm domestic af- 
fection. He has published several anniversary discourses, which 
are uniformly characterized by a sound literary judgment, a 
generous enthusiasm in favor of high aims and purposes, a manly 
independence in the expression of sentiment, and a flowing elo- 
quence of style. 

This volume of sermons, whose beautiful exterior does honor 
to the Philadelphia press, is published, as the author states in a 
modest and appropriate preface, in compliance with the wishes 
of some friends, " in the hope that, by the blessing of God, they 
may do good." They are fourteen in number, and embrace a 
variety of subjects both doctrinal and practical. Like all sermons, 
they are to be regarded in a double aspect ; first, as expressions 
of theological opinion, and secondly, as literary compositions. In 
their first aspect or capacity, we, of course, do not expect to deal 
with them, except to say, that, while the writer states his own 
views with great frankness and earnestness, he does so in no of- 
fensive or dogmatical spirit. 

As literary compositions, they have some decided merits. 
Their style is glowing, animated, and stirring. The preacher is 
at earnest in his work. They flow from an ardent temperament, 
and have more of fervor and unction than is usual among our 



